
Parent workshop: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



Phonics



Terminology

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

Adjacent consonant

Split digraph



The progression



In Reception:

Your child has been taught all of phase 3, they 
know:

Ågraphemes for the Phase 2 and 3 sounds 

ÅShould be able to blend cvc words and 
beginning to blend phase 4 (longer words)

What your child has been taught so 
far



In year 1:

Your child has been taught most of Phase 5, they 
know:

Ånew graphemes for the Phase 2 and 3 sounds 

Åthat the same grapheme can have alternative 
pronunciations.

The ΨDǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜΩ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
reading and spelling these alternative spellings.

What your child has been taught so 
far



Children will be able to:

Åblend independently

Åblend in their heads with 
increasing fluency and confidence

Åstart to distinguish between 
different phonemes/graphemes.

Reading words



Phonics Screening Check



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

ÅLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƘƻƴƛŎǎ 
knowledge.

Å It is not designed to create any stress or 
anxiety for your child.

Å It assesses decoding skills using phonics.

Å It consists of 40 words (20 real words, 
нл ΨŀƭƛŜƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΩύΦ

If children do not achieve the required score 
in Year 1, they will retake the screening at the 
end of Year 2.

This term we are preparing for the 
Phonics Screening Check



Å Your child will sit with a member of staff that 
they know.

Å They will be asked to read 40 words aloud.

Å This takes just a few minutes to complete, but 
there is no time limit.

Å If your child is struggling, the teacher will stop.

Å It has been carefully designed not to be stressful 
for your child.

How does the check work?



²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ΨŀƭƛŜƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΩΚ



Å¢ƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ нл ΨŀƭƛŜƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΩΦ

ÅThe children will be familiar with alien words and will start to read them this term.

Å!ƭƛŜƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜŎƻŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
of preparing for the Phonics Screening Check only. 

ÅChildren cannot read these words by using their memory or known vocabulary, so 
they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to 
decode.

ÅThe Phonics Screening Check will be administered in June.

Ψ!ƭƛŜƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΩ ǊŜŎŀǇ



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻΧ

Åunderstand words and sentences

Åuse a wide range of vocabulary

Ådevelop listening comprehension skills.

The number of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child

tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΥ A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J


