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Dear Parent or Carer,  

I am writing to you to provide you with a number of updates about the academy in regards to Covid-19 and 

about work being undertaken on our school playground over the upcoming weeks.  

Covid-19 Update 

From Thursday 27th January 2022, the government has announced that the country will be returning to Plan 

A measures thanks to the success of the booster programme. The lifting of Plan B measures means that 

people will no longer be advised to work from home, face coverings will no longer be mandatory in indoor 

venues, and organisations will be able to choose whether to require NHS COVID Passes.  

Although the academy wish for a swift return to normality in our lives as quickly as possible, we still need to 

be cautious in our approach in regards to stepping down our safety measures at the academy as absences 

rates have been at their highest throughout the whole of the pandemic since our return in January with no 

signs of this improving at present. Therefore, from tomorrow, although no longer a legal requirement, we 

would appreciate it if parents still wore a face mask if they enter the main reception as this can become a 

crowded and enclosed space. Further to this, although teachers and staff are no longer wearing masks in the 

classroom as recommended by the government last week, you may still see some members of staff wearing 

them at collection and drop-off if they wish to do so.  

Playground Improvements 

On Monday 31st January 2022, there will be some major work undertaken on the school grounds to improve 

the playground for the children of Birley Primary Academy. Unfortunately, this will cause some 

inconvenience to pupils and parents for two weeks but we can assure you all that the end outcome will 

certainly be worth it. For your information, we have placed an aerial view of the school yard on the following 

page. The sections in yellow will be fenced off so nobody can access these areas whilst work is being 

undertaken. You will also notice on the map that there will be no access through the gate at the bottom of 

the Key Stage 2 yard. To support you with this, we have displayed the walkways available to parents and 

carers in green on the map.  

Usually, our Y6 pupils line up in the ball area in the mornings and after school as part of their collection and 

drop-off routine. However, from Monday, Y6 pupils will be collected and dismissed from our school hall until 

the work has been completed. 

Thank you for your understanding and support with both of these matters.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Dawn McAughey 
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Aerial View of Playground 


