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Meet the Governors

Full List of Birley Primary Academy
Governing Body:

Chair of Governors Mrs Nicola Gregory
Vice Chair Mrs Gina Newton
Parent Governors Mr Matt Jones

Mrs Rachel Reed-Hill

Community Governor  Vacancy
Community Governor  Vacancy

Co-opted Governors Mr Asim Abbas
Mr Dan Tovey
Staff Governors
Headteacher Mrs Dawn McAughey

Staff representatives Mr Darren Ward
Mrs Helen Garratty




What do our
Governors
do?

Birley Primary Academy’s
Governors are a dedicated
and hardworking group of
individuals who seek to im-
prove the life of the acade-
my in order that every single
child can reach their full po-
tential!

In summary, the Academy
Governing Body provides
challenge, support and
oversight at academy level
and have delegated respon-
sibilities in relation to:

Upholding the principles of
LEAD Academy Trust

Establishing an ambitious
local vision for the academy

Academy performance
School Improvement
Safeguarding

LEAD Academy Trust utilis-
es the skills and expertise of
AGB members to provide
effective governance appro-
priate to each academy’s
unique context.

As such, they have respon-
sibility for raising school
standards through their
three key roles: setting
strategic direction, ensur-
ing accountability and act-
ing as a critical friend to the
Headteacher.

The Governors work to-
gether in order to under-
take their monitoring and
evaluation roles. Many as-
pects are covered such as:
Strategic Direction, School
Improvement Planning,
Health and Safety, Safe-
guarding, Special Educa-
tional Needs, the Curricu-
lum, Standards of Achieve-
ment, plus Parents and Pu-
pils.

Many of our Governors are
also aligned to a particular
area of the academy such
as Safeguarding, Special
Educational Needs, Pupil
Premium and Diversity and
Inclusion. They visit the
academy on a regular ba-
sis to talk to staff, meet
children and have a look at
what happens day to day
throughout Birley Primary
Academy. They also
visit the academy for
special events.

Role: Headteacher

| have been the Headteacher of Birley

2
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things even better for our children and fami-

important education is and how creating a

special spark for learning at a very young age
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my, atthongh my son ias vow moved on to the
next stage of his education,. T also attended the
__primary school as a pupil, many years agol T am
) —s0 grateful for the excellent start we both had
| o our educational journey and being a govervor ot
"
he school helps me +o play a small part in ewsur-

g the future pupils get the same varied and
hallenging education.

grew up v the area and atthough I vow live a-
~tle further away, T still feel very much a part
he commumity of S12.
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Role: thair of Govervors

T am av experienced Community Govervior, having beew involved iv
@ governance withiv primary schools in Sheffield for over 25 vears. T
have been Chair at Birley Primary Academy since joining the AGE n

December 2019avd regularly attend the Chairs Forum within LEAD

Acadewmy Trust.

T have worked in Human Resources within +he public sector and
sehools for many vears avd carrevtly work for Wiverva Learving

)) Trust in Sheffield where T lead the HR avd governavce services. T
am a Chartered Member of the Iustitute of Personvel and Develop-

mewt, and T am qualified in employment law.

As the parewt of a child who used to attend the school, I believe
the staff are hardworking and committed +o ensuring our children
receive the very best education. I, and my fellow govervors are..—

edually committed to providing support and

cl/mllovngo +o deliver this ambition.
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Name: Gina Newton
Role:Vice Chair of Governors

J have a range of experience in schools—over thirty

years as a teacher, a school Leader and a governor.
J hope I can use gained fnowledge along with my
experience as a parent to support BirCey Primary
Academy staff as they continue to provide excellent
education and support to all its students.

My particular areas of experience and interest are
Curriculum and Learning.

Name: Matt+ Joves
Role: Parent Govervor

I have lived and learned in Sheffield all vy

life, attewding local schools around Birley,

ond studving at Sheffield Hallam Wniver-

sity for both wwdergraduate and postoraduate qualifications.
T now work for that same Wniversity and have over ten
years of experience workivg i the education sector, currently
as a sevior project manager. This background gives me a good
mderstanding of aovernavce, strateoy and operations in aw
education environment, skills which T can apply to my role as a
parent govervor here at Birley Primary Academy.

T applied as a parewt govervor becanse T am passionate
about education in general, and wmore so when it comes o the
education of my own children. T am trusting Birley Primary
Academy to play a key role in shaping the education of my chil-
dren and T want to represent the parents perspective on the
Academy Governing Body to ensure that the decisions which
are being made will have a positive impact on the learving of
the children — and if they are vot, T want to be in a position
to challenge this avd raise my concerns through the perspec-
tive of a parent at the appropriate time.

T find the role really rewardivg, i+ doesw'+ take up much time,
and it is great o be able to visit the school and speak +o
teachers and children about what is working well, and what
they are trying to do better.
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Name: Darren Ward

Since September 2009, | have had the privilege of working at
Birley Primary Academy in a number of roles. Initially, as a
class teacher, | really enjoyed my time working with incredi-
ble classes full of amazing children and their families to sup-
port them all to make strong progress in their learning.
Therefore, in 2016, | jumped at the opportunity to help lead
the academy in the role of Deputy Headteacher and as a Staff
Governor and continue to love working in both of these roles
today.

On an educational level, I strongly believe that no matter
their background, all children can achieve and can go on to
do great things if they develop a love for learning and receive
an outstanding education. It’s this belief that makes me
passionate about what we do here at Birley Primary
Academy.

On a personal level, | live with my wife and three boys - who
certainly keep me on my toes. In my
spare time, | can

generally be found either watching
football (either SWFC on a Saturday
or my boys on a Sunday) or taking
family trips to different theme parks

Name: Danig| Tovey

Role: Co-opteq Governgr
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Role: Staff Governor

| am the Safeguardmg and Inclusion lead here
at BLrle Pn’mary Academy. | have been wvﬁcmg
here for over 20 years and started as a TA sup-
porting a child 1-1. After some years | then be-
came a TA in Year 6 and eventua[[y Iarogressed
to- HLTA. | real[y an'oyed va/chLg in 56 and
supporting the children.

Some years ago, after undzrgoing training, /
sulaporbzd the Leadzrsth team in safeguardmg
some of our children and families in schoot
which then Iamgrv.sso.d into the rote of Delau,ty
safegua,rdmg lead for BLrlzy. As a team we
work cLo*seLy with Iarqfesswnals and families to
offer support for our families with strong links
wv'r‘/ctng cLo*seLy with other schools within the
BU&H area.

/ str(mgly believe that no- matter their hack-
groun,d, all children should be given the
chance to achieve great tthgs and dzvz[op
a love for LQ,a,ang. It's this belief that
makes me passionate about what we do

here at BLH)Q,H Prfmary Academy.

Name: Asin Abbas
Kole;: 50—0/&‘4«/ ?wo/wﬁ

s a School Governon at Binley Primany rbcademy, 7 buing a unigue Uend of
#rofecsional healtheare expertive and a fassionate commitment o Student kealth
and wellbeing. 7 am a Stkeffield-er hkaving been born, raised and schooled in cur
Steel City. 7 comently practice as a Doctor, working in York,

Wy jowrney in medicine began ar Stkeffield Medical School, where 7 not only
caltivated a deefp aundenstanding of health setences but aloo developed a strong
nedeanch with a focus on enkancing fatient care through inmovative kealth froomotion
and educalion strategies, and a clinieal interest in Swrgery. My experience in the
medical feld has inotilled in me the importance of a holistic approack to wellbeing,
one that 7 am eagen to integnate ints ouwn dckool ethos,

A a finoz- generation doctor i my jamily, 7 undenstand the value of education
and the opportunitics it ecreates. ] am committed to leveraging my background to
suppont the dchool s mission in fostering an environument where
thealth and educalion intonsect to ewnick the lives of own
otudents. In this nole, ] aim to be a proactive
advocate for initiatives that fromole




Finding out more...

If you would like to find out more about the
Governing Body of Birley Primary or have any
comments about the information in this
leaflet, then please contact the

Chair of Governors: Mrs Nicola Gregory
on

enquiries@birleyprimaryacademy.co.uk

Birley Primary Academy

A L.E.A.D. Academy

Birley Primary Academy
Thornbridge Avenue
Sheffield
S12 3AB




